THE HOUSE ON MANGO STREET    by   Sandra Cisneros
Questions to answer while reading

1. The House on Mango Street. 
This vignette introduces the setting and who the narrator is. Explain the following points:

a. The setting

b. Give information about narrator and family

c. Plot (summarize it in 5 lines, using the present tense)

d. Say something about the nun

e. Choose a quotation from this vignette and explain the reason why you have chosen it.

f. Style. Explain.

2. Hairs

Explain the meaning of the following words: broom, barrettes, slippery, pin, pincurls.

What does this chapter say about the relationship between the mother and the narrator?
3. Boys and girls
In this vignette it finally becomes clear whose gender the narrator is and on which side she is going to be. Do you think being a boy or a girl is going to be  important for the development of the story? Do you think genders are important nowadays in the 21st c. in the western world? Does your gender affect the way you are or the choices you have?

4. My  Name

a. The narrator is always torn between two cultures. How does it show in this chapter? 

b. “I think this is a Chinese lie because the Chinese, like the Mexicans, don´t like their women strong”.  Do you think that other nationalities could be included in this statement? Why do you think strength in a woman is not always valued?

c. Is there a story behind your name? Was it chosen for some reason? Ask your parents. If you could baptize yourself and choose a name more like your real you, which one would it be? 
5. Cathy Queen of Cats
There are two narrators in this story. Who are they? What do you know about them? Where does the conflict lie in this story?
6. Our Good Day
Explain the meaning of these words: chip in, crooked, tug, grin, woobly, sassy.

When the girls ride their new bike, what idea does the writer want to convey? How does she manage to do it through the use of language?

7. Laughter

Explain the meaning of   popsicle and giggle

8. Gil´s furniture Bought and Sold
Explain the meaning of   punch, dime, moths, marimbas, pluck.
Have you ever wanted something badly and you couldn´t get it? Is there anything you would love  to do/have  but you know it is out of reach?

9. Meme Ortiz
Expalin the meaning of  clumsy, flop, slant, lopsided, jut, scramble, blac-tarred

An attractive way of describing characters is by using similes. Find some examples of them in this chapter. 

Again, there is this recurrent idea of two names, why do you think this is?

10. Louie, his Cousin & and his Other Cousin
Summarize the story   (present tense).  What is the humorous strike of it?

11. Marin
Describe her briefly, both physically and her personality.

12. Those who don´t

What is the theme of this little vignette?  She says a lot in a very concise way. Explain.

13. There was an Old woman she had so many Children she didn´t know what to do

While it might sound like a simple story, there is some hidden criticism in the narrator´s words. What is it?
In the last paragraph there is a sense of impending danger/doom. How does she do it?  Notice the similes she uses.

14. Alice who Sees Mice
Explain “ An anyway, a woman´s place is sleeping so she can wake up early with the tortilla star….”   And “ Is afraid of nothing except four-legged fur. And fathers.”
15. Darius and the Clouds
Explain this chapter using your own words, Make it simple as in the vignette.

16. And Some More

What does this chapter look like? What is the situation? 

17. The Family of Little Feet
Summarize the story. What did they learn on that day? 

18. A Rice Sandwich
“In the canteen, which was nothing special, lots of boys and girls watched while I cried and ate my sandwich, the bread already greasy and the rice cold.” Explain the meaning hidden behind those simple words.

19. Chanclas

What is the setting? The situation? How does the narrator feel? What does the writer do to express Esperanza´s feelings? What is the climax of the story? How do things change afterwards?

20. Hips
“She is in a world we don´t belong to any more”. Explain.

21. The First Job.

Summarize the plot.

22. Papa who wakes up tired in the Dark

Esperanza´s mother appears at different times in the book. However, we don´t often get a chance to hear anything about the father. Finally we understand why. Explain.

23. Born Bad
Why do you think the narrator needs to speak/write about this specific moment in her life? How do you think she feels about herself? What does she remember about her aunt? 
Write a poem starting with 

I want to be

24. Elenita, Cards, Palms, Water
What does Elenita do for a living?

What is Esperanza in need of?

What´s Elenita´s answer? 

What´s the difference between one´s question and the other´s answer?

25. Geraldo no Last Name

Explain the meaning of the word   wetback.

This is a very harsh story. Why is this so? What does Geraldo stand for? Why is the title important?

26. Edna´s Ruthie
Based on what you read,   tell Ruthie´s story from Edna´s point of view.
27.  The Earl of Tennessee
Find  a simile. What do you think of it?

Find 7 words related to sounds and look for their meaning in a dictionary

What do you think of  Earl´s wife´s story?

28. Sire

What is the main topic of this vignette?

What are the narrator´s wishes?

29. Four Skinny Trees
What message does Esperanza get from the trees?

30. No Speak English

Explain the meaning of the last paragraph “No speak English…… as if she can´t believe her ears”

31. Rafaela who drinks … on Tuesdays
What is the main topic of this story?

What does Rafaela wish? 

What is the meaning of the last two lines: “ And always ….on a silver string”

32. Sally

Describe Sally: what she is like, what she wears…

What is her life like? What problem does she have?
Do you think the narrator is talking about Sally or she is just an example of a situation often suffered by women?

33. Minerva writes poems
Summarize Minerva´s story?

What is the main topic?

Why do you think she finishes this vignette saying “There is nothing I can do” (I in italics)

34. Bums in the Attic
“People who live on the hills sleep so close to the stars they forget those of us who live too much on earth”. Explain.

35. Beautiful & Cruel

Esperanza is looking for her place in the world. What type of woman does she want to become. 

What is the meaning of “waiting for the ball and chain”?

36. A smart Cookie
What advice does the mother give Esperanza? Why? 

Find out about Madame Butterfly´s opera. What is it about? Why do you think the mother says she is a fool?

37. What Sally said
What did Sally say? What did she hide?

38. The Monkey Garden
What is funny about  “The money moved to Kentucky and took his people with him” (p 94)?

What is the setting of this story? What does the writer use to enhance the description of the garden?

Who are the main characters? How does the character evolve in just two pages?
What is the climax?

What is the conclusion?

What is the main topic?

39. Red Clowns
What is the narrator implying without wanting to be too explicit?

“They all lied. All the books and magazines that told it wrong”. Explain.

40. Linoleum Roses

Summarize the story in 3 lines.

41.  The Three Sisters
Does this story remind you of something?

What piece of advice does she get from the ladies?

What wish did she make?

Here is the reason to write The House on Mango Street. What is it?

42. Alicia and I talking on Ednas´s Steps and A House of my Own

Where and why is she escaping from? Why does she use the word home vs house again? 

Where is she heading to?

43. Mango says Goodbye Sometimes
Explain. “They will not know I have gone away to come back. For the ones I left behind. For the one who cannot out” (p 110)

